
CITY’S PREPARED MEAL
SALES UP IN 2Q of year
Despite the pandemic, people

continue to order carryout meals
and dine in
where and
when available,
according to
revenue statis-
tics from the
city’s tourism
tax. In the sec-
ond quarter of
2020, which
spans the COVID-affected  months
of April, May and June, local eater-
ies and groceries prepared and sold
about $1.9 million worth of meals.
The City of Marion, through its
three-percent tourism tax, took in
$58,903 in revenue from those
sales. The tourism department gets
nearly all of its operating revenue
from Marion’s three-percent pre-
pared meal and lodging tax. Lodg-
ing receipts are only a small portion
of the revenue. It was the third
straight quarter that prepared food
and lodging sales have risen. That
despite restaurants being shuttered
for a time during the spring and
still being forced by state govern-
ment to reduce indoor dining ca-
pacity for fear of spreading the
COVID-19 virus. One factor, that
local observers say must be consid-
ered, is that alcohol sales became
legal in the last quarter of 2019,
and sales receipts have been up in
every quarter since that time. Sec-
ond quarter sales for prepared food
and lodging were up about
$100,000 compared to the same
three months in 2019. Also, the
second quarter tax receipts this
year were the fourth greatest ever
collected in that particular quarter
since the tax was implemented in
2004. The average second-quarter
restaurant tax revenue for the pre-
vious five-year period was $58,855.
“I would assume the coronavirus
kept people closer to home, instead
of their typical out-of-town out-
ings,” said City Treasurer Layten
Maxfield.

VETERANS AFFAIRS
The Kentucky Department of

Veterans Affairs service officer for
western Kentucky is Johnny Allen.
His office is at 926 Veterans Drive
in Hansen, Ky. The office is open
from 8 a.m., until 4:30 p.m., Mon-
day through Friday. You may call for
appointment, 270.399.1618. You
may also email
JohnnyAllen@Ky.Gov.

AUGUST MEETINGS
•Crittenden County Board of 
•Marion City Council meets at 5

p.m., Monday, Aug. 17 at City Hall.
•Salem City Council meets at 6

p.m., Tuesday, Aug. 18 at City Hall.
•Crittenden County Fiscal Court

will meet at 8:30 a.m., Thursday,
Aug. 20 at the courthouse.
•Crittenden-Livingston Water

District will meet at 5 p.m., Monday,
Aug. 24 at the district office in
Salem.
•Crittenden County Board of Ed-

ucation will meet at 5:30 p.m.,
Thursday, Aug. 27 at Rocket Arena.
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GREATEST GENERATION LOSES ANOTHER, Page 2
One of last local World War II veterans passes

STAFF REPORT
Local schools belong to the

community and are there to
serve students, explains Su-
perintendent Vince Clark,
and the decision whether or
not to reopen classrooms as
planned on Aug. 25 will be
left largely to those who are
elected to represent the peo-
ple of Marion and Crittenden
County. 

Crittenden County Board
of Education will meet in

special session at 5:30 p.m.,
Thursday, Aug. 13 at Rocket
Arena Conference Room. The
primary purpose of the meet-
ing will be to discuss local re-
action to this week’s
announcement by the gover-
nor with regard to in-person
schooling.

Gov. Andy Beshear and the
teachers’ union said in re-
cent days that going back in
person right now is a bad
idea due to COVID-19 num-

bers across the state. In re-
action to the governor’s com-
ments on Monday, some
schools that had planned a
hybrid or in-person plan
quickly pivoted to virtual
learning. The governor has
recommended that no one go
back to school in person
until Sept. 28; however, he
said that was not an order.

Clark, along with his 

See SCHOOL/page 8

Board will discuss back-to-school plan

Refugees
find safety
in rural
Crittenden

The reaction to the com-
mon word “positive” has
changed so much in the past
six months. Pre-COVID, it
was a favorable and con-
structive uttering. Now, it’s
among the most feared
words in the
English lan-
guage, forcing
at best a fort-
night of isola-
tion and
anxiety, and
perhaps much
worse.

Fortunately,
Crittenden
County re-
mains statisti-
cally
asymptomatic
from the terror that’s grip-
ping most of the country.
Not that we haven’t had our
share of positive COVID-19
cases, but any frequency
here has been extremely
light compared to some parts
of the United States. In fact,
our somewhat isolated cor-
ner of Earth has become a
refuge in a handful of cases
– a place where life is pretty
close to normal with the
virus and its daily conse-
quences left largely on the
television screen.

Bumped into Tucker
Frazer a few days ago. He’s
in law school at Southern
Methodist University in
Texas, a state where the
manifestation of COVID has
directly affected about one
half of a million people and
disrupted the lives of count-
less others. Along with
Florida, New York and Cali-
fornia, Texas is one of the
worst states for COVID-19.

Frazer said he left his
apartment near Dallas to
seek the sanctum of Marion
for a time.

“You can’t really go out
and do anything down
there,” he said. “Everything
is shut down.”

From parks to pizzerias,
the shuttering of normal ex-
istence sent him packing
home to Crittenden County
where the incidence of coro-
navirus has appeared in
about one-quarter of one
percent of the population
and there has been one
death associated with the
virus. Crittenden Commu-
nity Hospital has had a few
patients held in isolation
with symptoms similar to
that of COVID-19, but no
confirmed cases. That was
an important detail for
T.Rankin Terry when he vis-
ited here a few days ago. He
lives in Fort Myers, Fla., but
has strong family ties, farms
and a part-time home here.
A cancer survivor, Terry
checked in to be certain that 

See REFUGE/page 10
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STAFF REPORT
Stately homes once lined

the bank of the Ohio River
at the former Lock and
Dam 50 in a tiny commu-
nity comprised primarily of
families with employment
ties to the dam.

Each structure was
wiped from the Crittenden
County landscape by the
1980s, but today that set-
ting is recreated in a novel
by Marion author Regina
Merrick.

Book 1 in the RenoVa-

tions series titled Heart
Restoration is Merrick’s
fourth full-length novel in
as many years. Her three-
book Southern Breeze Se-
ries is Christian fiction
published beginning in

2017 by Mantle Rock Pub-
lishing, now Scrivenings
Press LLC.

Merrick will be selling
her book and hosting a
book signing on her front
porch Saturday from 10
a.m.-1 p.m. The theme
central to Heart Restora-
tion, also Christian fiction,
is trusting God through
fear.

“The verse I chose was 1
John 4:18-19 - There is no 

See BOOK/page 3

STAFF REPORT
Marion Tourism Commis-

sion last week hired a part-
time employee to organize,
promote and conduct events
that would draw people to
the community.

Baylee McDonald, 27, of
Marion has accepted the role
of events and social media
coordinator for the commis-
sion, which is funded by
Marion’s three-percent meal
and lodging tax. The com-
mission was formed by the
Marion City Council 16 years
ago with the mission of pro-
moting tourism and recre-
ation in Marion.

After a few months of dis-
cussing ways to develop
more actives that might meet
those objectives, the commis-

sion decided to allocate
$15,000 toward a part-time
salary.

“It will be about 18 hours a
week right now,” McDonald
said. “It’s part-time right
now, but the idea is to turn it
into a full-time position, kind
of add on as we go.”

McDonald concedes that
the proliferation of her posi-
tion will hinge on how much
she can justify it, and the en-
thusiastic young mother
plans on doing a great deal.

“I want to have an event of
some sort every quarter,” she
said.

Under the current COVID-
19 climate, she says that
might be difficult, but she 

See TOURISM/page 8

Baylee McDonald
New Tourism

Events and Media
Coodinator

McDonald hired to promote Marion
TOURISM COMMISSION ADDS TO STAFF

Keeping lights on
tough at times
STAFF REPORT

The healthcare industry has been rap-
idly changing for the last couple of
decades, but there’s never been a time like
the present – at least not in an era anyone
still working at the local hospital can re-
member.

With COVID-19 staring them straight in
the eye, hospitals and clinics are unques-
tionably on the frontline of the fight
against perhaps the most pervasive enemy
of modern healthcare. Clearly, the war-
front is in the examination rooms and
ERs, but as with any strong army, a ro-
bust supply chain is a must. It’s in the
background where David Stout has spent
the past 32 years. A doctor, lab tech or
nurse he is not, but when Stout retired
from Crittenden Community Hospital on
Monday, he walked away with a gurney-
load of knowledge about the physical
structure that is Crittenden Hospital that

will be tough to replace.
As maintenance supervisor he’s played

a support role to many emergencies, in-
cluding the present one. However, he said
the Ice Storm of 2009 was perhaps the
most challenging for his department.

The maintenance crew had been down 

See STOUT/page 10

Stout behind the scenes

David Stout retired from the hospital Mon-
day after 32 years.

Book Signing from 10
to 1 Saturday at her
home’s front porch on
East Bellville Street in
Marion.

No matter what generation you’re from
or which platform you prefer, The Press is
there bringing you news and sports in a

timely fashion. Join us online today!

Local author’s fourth 

full-length novel is 

first in new series

Lost Imagery
Back in Book

Supt. ClarkGov. Beshear
Board of Education

special meeting 5:30pm,
Thursday at Rocket Arena



Brown
Cullan Brown, 20, of

Eddyville died Monday,
Aug. 4, 2020
at Kentucky
Ch i l d r en ' s
Hospital in
Lex ing t on .
He was a
member of
Hebron Bap-
tist Church and Eddyville
First Baptist Church
Youth Group. 
Brown was a member

of the University of Ken-
tucky golf team where he
was named UK’s Male
Freshman Athlete of the
Year. He was also an avid
outdoorsman and duck
hunter.
Survivors include his

parents, Rodney and
Emily Engler Brown of
Eddyville; one sister,
Cathryn Nicole Brown of
Eddyville; maternal
grandparents, Herschel
and Romona Engler of
Eddyville; paternal
grandmother, Beverly
Brown of Eddyville; two
uncles, Jay Brown and
Brock Engler, both of Ed-
dyville; and cousins, Hay-
den and Ayla Engler.
He was preceded in

death by his paternal
grandfather, James Todd
Brown.
Services were Satur-

day, Aug. 9 on the lawn
of Eddyville First Baptist
Church.  Burial was at
Hebron Cemetery in Lyon
County.
Memorials may be

made to the Cullan
Brown Memorial West KY
Junior Golf Development
Fund.

Manker
Shirley Ann Manker,

82, of Salem died Tues-
day, Aug. 4, 2020 at Su-
perior Care Home in
Paducah. 
She was a member of

St. William Catholic
Church in Marion.
Survivors include her

children, Steve (Kathy)
Manker of Marion and
Kevin (Terri) Manker of
Adams, Tenn.; and
grandchildren, Bailey
Manker of Adams, Tenn.,
and Anthony Manker of
Nashville, Tenn.
She was preceded in

death by her husband,
Paul Manker; daughter,
Mary Jean Manker; and
sisters, Norma Jean
Adams and Rosemary
Vowels.
Services were Monday,

Aug. 10 at St. William
Catholic Church in Mar-
ion. Burial was at St.
William Cemetery.  
Memorials may be

made to St. Jude Chil-
dren’s Research Hospital,
Kenny Rogers’ Children
Center or St. William
Catholic Church.

Owen
Dalton Earl “D.E.”

Owen Jr., 94, of Marion
died Satur-
day, Aug. 8,
2020 at Liv-
ingston Hos-
pital and
Heal thcare
Services, Inc.  
He was

born in Tiline
to the late
Dalton Earl
Owen and
Nettie Camp-
bell Owen
Sr., on Feb.
10, 1926.
Owen was one of the

last World War II veterans
in Crittenden County. He
joined the United States
Navy in 1944 and served
on the USS Crystal in the
South Pacific. He was
also a member of Frances
Presbyterian Church and
attended West End Bap-
tist Church in Paducah.
He was retired from

SKW in Calvert City.
Survivors include his

daughters, Gail Bigham
of Marion, Rita (J.T.)
Travis of Marion and
Linda (Dennis) Haney of
Ledbetter; a brother,
Mark Owen of Marion; six
grandchildren, 11 great-
grandchildren, one great-
great-grandchild; and
special friends, Jason
and Melissa Tinsley of
Salem.
Along with his parents,

he was preceded in death
by his wife of 50 years,
Mary Lou Underdown
Owen; a daughter, Car-
olyn Dale Owen; a
brother, Walton Owen;
and sisters, Sue Hudson,
Elsie Marie Owen, Wil-
lella Brown and Patsy
Conger.
Services were Tuesday,

Aug.. 11 at Gilbert Fu-
neral Home in Marion.
Burial was at Frances
Cemetery. Military rites
were given at the ceme-
tery.
Memorials may be

made to Frances Ceme-
tery.

Myers
Mary Imogene Myers,

84, of Marion, died Sat-
urday, Aug. 8, 2020 at
Crittenden Community
Hospital.
She was a homemaker

who loved to cook and
was a member of Fredo-
nia Holiness Church.
Surviving are her

daughter, Marsha Myers
Burkeen of Marion; a
granddaughter, Tiffany
Burkeen Brown and hus-
band Scott of Marion;
and two great-grandchil-
dren, Brier and Brayton
Brown of Marion.
She was preceded in

death by her husband,
Kenneth Wayne Myers;
parents, Burney and Ora
Jones Lynch; three sis-
ters, Grettina Atwood,
Una Mae Fraliex and
Ellabell Fraliex; and five
brothers, Lexie, Glendell,
Jack, Elmer and John
Lynch.
Visitation is 4-8 p.m.,

Wednesday, Aug. 12 at
Morgan's Funeral Home
in Princeton. Services will
be at 1 p.m., on Thurs-
day, Aug. 13 at the fu-
neral home with Bro.
Jerry Driver officiating.
Burial will follow at Fre-
donia Cemetery.

Robertson
Wilma Charlene Lynn

Robertson, 97, of Mor-
ganfield, formerly of Mar-
ion, died Saturday, Aug.
8, 2020 at Deaconess
Hospital Morganfield.  
She was a member of

Union Baptist Church.
Survivors include her

children, Janet (J.T.)
Shouse of Morganfield,
Tommy (Donna) Robert-
son of Clay, Linda (Bill)
Querey of Fordsville,
Ricky (Bonnie) Robertson
of Madisonville, Zandra
Walker of Ledbetter and
Bruce (Penny) Robertson
of Marion; eight grand-
children, seven great-
grandchildren; and three
great-great-grandchil-

dren.
She was preceded in

death by her husband,
Marshall Robertson; a
son, Michael Robertson;
parents, Taylor Benjamin
and Sarah Evaline Lynn;
and five sisters.
Graveside services were

Monday, Aug. 10 at Rose-
bud Cemetery.
Gilbert Funeral Home

in Marion was in charge
of arrangements.

Cobb
Jimmy Deon Cobb, 73,

of Burna died Saturday,
Aug. 8, 2020, at Liv-
ingston Hospital in
Salem. He was born Jan.
28, 1947 in Livingston
County to the late Joe
and Betty Loveless Cobb.
He enjoyed fishing, hunt-
ing, tinkering and gar-
dening. He liked baseball
and antiques.
Surviving are his wife of

55 years, Jean Ann (Fox)
Cobb of Burna; daugh-
ters, Joetta Nelms of
Murray; Nancy Deana
Bechlem of Mayfield; a
son, Jimmy Cobb (Tonya)
of Vandalia, Mich.; sister,
Sue Bridwell (Shelby) of
Salem; six grandchildren,
Johnna, Ty, Nathan,
Chelsea, Marlie and Mad-
die; and eight great-
grandchildren.
He was preceded in

death by his parents; and
several brothers and sis-
ters.
Boyd Funeral Directors

and Cremation Services
was in charge of arrange-
ments.

Buck
Leo Buck, 77, of Mar-

ion died Saturday, Aug.
1, 2020, at Crittenden
County Health and Reha-
bilitation Center.
He was a truck driver,

loved his 1995 Chevy
1500 truck and liked old
vehicles. Car racing and
NASCAR were among his
favorite things.
Surviving are his wife,

Elsie Linda Buck of Erin,
Tenn.; son, Richard
Egans of Erin, Tenn.;
daughters, Penny Mayes
(Eddie) of Marion and
Lauri Reasoner (Sunny)
of Mesa, Ariz.; nine
grandchildren; eight
great-grandchildren; and
one great-great-grand-
child.
He was preceded in

death by his parents.
Boyd Funeral Directors

and Cremation Services
was in charge of arrange-
ments.

Belt
Dorothy S. Belt, age 93,

of Palos Hills, Ill., died
Friday, Aug. 7, 2020 at
Victorian Village Contin-
uing Care Community in
Homer Glen, Ill.
She was born in Clay to

the late Allen and Gladys
Watson Davidson. 
Surviving are three

children, Beverly
(Charles) Phillips of
Homer Glen, Ill., and Ju-
dith Schiesser and David
Belt of Palos Hills; grand-
children, Matthew (Car-
rissa) Belt, Brent
(Kristine) Belt, Kimberly
(John) Price, Brian
Phillips, Pamela (Rick)
Wenzel abd Angie, Jesse,
Christina and Danny
Birkman; great-grand-
children, Claire, Alex,
Samuel, Madeline, Hai-
ley, Kevin, Eric and Amy;
and a great-great-grand-

child, Jonathan.
She was preceded in

death by her husband,
Linvel O. Belt, and her
parents.
Services are at 1 p.m.,

Saturday, Aug. 15 in the
chapel of Boyd Funeral
Directors and Cremation
Services with Rev. Tim
Fouts officiating. Burial
will follow at Lola Ceme-
tery. Friends may visit
with the family from 11
a.m., until the funeral
hour in the chapel of
Boyd Funeral Directors
and Cremations Services.

PAID DEATH NOTICE

McMackin
Kim McMackin, 64, of

Marion, died Aug. 7 at Bap-
tist Health in
Lexington. He
was a U.S. Ma-
rine Corps veteran.
He is survived by two

children, Matt of Marion
and Karrie of Sylvester,
Ga.; a sister, Kathy Huss of
Missouri; three brothers,
Kurt McMackin and Kevin
McMackin, both of Marion,
and Kelly McMackin of Kut-
tawa; a step-sister, Sally
Majus of Illinois; and three
step-brothers, Leroy Perry
of Texas, Mike Perry and
Joe Perry, both of Illinois.
He was preceded in

death by his parents, Don-
ald McMackin and Jackie
Williams, both of Marion.
Funeral arrangements

are incomplete.
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The city’s oldest re-
maining church building
is featured in this week’s
tour of downtown Marion.
You can watch the one-
minute video on The Crit-
tenden Press YouTube
channel or at The Press
Online. 
Now used as a home

for the Crittenden County
Historical Museum, the
structure was first occu-
pied in 1881 by a Presby-
terian USA congregation. 
The original brick exte-

rior has held up remark-
ably well for almost 140

years. Its unique stained-
glass windows were
shipped to Marion from
Germany. Other interest-
ing features are the large
exterior doors, hand-
made balcony bannister
and classroom doors with
bevelled glass windows.
It was an active church

until 2002 when it closed
due to decreasing mem-
bership. As a museum,
it’s home to serval rooms
full of interesting items
and documents. It’s open
seasonally and there is
no admission.

MARION MAIN STREET, INC.

CrittendenPress HistoryVignettes
A collaborative project between The Crittenden

Press, Marion Main Street, Inc., and the Crittenden
County Historical Society is bringing history to life
with virtual tours of some of Marion’s most unique
and significant landmarks. See these short history

vignettes on YouTube.

Virtual Tour

Oldest church now museum



Jailhouse suicide
victim was under
investigation here
A Dawson Springs

man who allegedly
hung himself in the
Christian County Jail
last week was under in-
vestigation in Critten-
den County.
Bradley Dunning, 32,

was found in a shower
room just before 8
a.m., last Thursday by
jail staff during a rou-
tine check on inmates
in isolation and detox.
A news release from
the Christian County
Sheriff’s Department
says Dunning used a
shoestring and tied
himself to a towel hook
located in the shower
stall. The Christian
County coroner ruled
the death a suicide.
He was being held

on a Christian County
charge of attempted
murder of a deputy.
In Crittenden

County, Deputy Rick
Mills had for several
weeks been investigat-
ing Dunning with re-
gard to a burglary in
Dycusburg where the
victim’s Social Security
debit card had been
taken from a van
parked in front of his
home. Local authorities
had identified Dunning
by the tattoos on his
arms. Investigators
here believe it was
Dunning who appeared
in video surveillance
getting cash from ATMs
with the victim’s card.
No charges had been
filed against Dunning in
the case here. The bur-
glary occurred in June.
The charges for

which Dunning was
being held in the jail at
Hopkinsville stem from
another June incident.
According to police re-
ports, a Christian
County deputy was on
patrol near Eagle Way
Bypass and the Pen-
nyrile Parkway when he
saw an ATV that had
wrecked. He had gotten
out of his cruiser to
render assistance to the
victim, who was later
identified as Dunning.
When the deputy tried
to provide aid, Dunning
allegedly pulled a
handgun and tried to
shoot the deputy in the
head. The weapon re-
portedly malfunctioned
and did not fire and
Dunning was arrested.
Dunning had been in-
dicted for attempted
murder of a police offi-
cer, possession of a
handgun by a convicted
felon, receiving stolen
property, first-degree

burglary, first-degree
criminal mischief and
first-degree persistent
felony offender.

POLICE INVESTIGATE
THEFTS IN MARION
Four thefts within a

few days about a week
ago are raising alarms
among local enforce-
ment. It’s a bit unusual
to have that many in a
short span of time in
Marion.
Marion Police Chief

Ray O’Neal said the po-
lice department is in-
vestigating the theft of
a small ATV and a rid-
ing mower from resi-
dences on North
Weldon Street and the
taking of a dirt bike on
Poplar Street. 
Crittenden County

Sheriff’s Department
says a green Honda
Ranger was taken from
the livestock barn just
north of town on U.S.
60 East. 
Anyone with infor-

mation about these
thefts can call 270-
965-3500 and remain
anonymous.

red cross seeks Help 
amid COVID challenge
Experts say we are in

for a busy wildfire and
hurricane
season this
summer
and the
American
Red Cross
needs volunteers to
help in local communi-
ties and across the
country. 
“The coronavirus

pandemic will make it
challenging to deploy
trained disaster volun-
teers from other parts
of the country. The Red
Cross is asking you to
be ready to help your
community,” said Eve-
lyn Miller, western Ken-
tucky Red Cross
executive director. 
Information on vol-

unteer opportunities is
available online at the
American Red Cross.

salem man arrested
after 2-county chase
Law enforcement de-

partments from Crit-
tenden and
Livingston
counties
were in-
volved in a
pursuit
shortly
after dark
Tuesday
night that ended with a
Salem man’s arrest on
multiple charges, in-
cluding possession of
stolen handgun.
David Kirk, 51, is

charged with three
felonies for first-degree
burglary, first-degree
fleeing or evading po-
lice and first-degree
wanton endangerment,

plus reckless driving
and other misde-
meanors and traffic vi-
olations. Charges in
Livingston County are
pending.
The situation began

around 8 p.m., when
Crittenden County au-
thorities were notified
by a homeowner that
his wireless home se-
curity system had cap-
tured an image of a
shirtless man attempt-
ing to gain entry into
his home on Frances
Road in rural Crittenden
County.
Crittenden County

Deputy Chuck Hoover
responded to the loca-
tion and attempted to
stop Kirk’s vehicle in
the driveway. Kirk failed
to respond to the
deputy’s commands to
turn off the vehicle,
then the suspect sped

away, leading to a
high-speed pursuit
along Frances and
Amos roads then onto
Ky. 855 North before
leaving Crittenden and
entering Livingston at
the end of Emmaus
Church Road. 
Livingston authori-

ties joined the pursuit
on Cedar Grove Road
where Deputy Michael
Williams used a tactical
maneuver to stop Kirk’s
vehicle. The suspect
fled on foot, but was
eventually captured by
Livingston Sheriff
Bobby Davidson.  
Kirk was lodged in

the Crittenden County
Detention Center.

Post office will
change hours
Marion Post Office

has made an adjust-

ment in its operational
hours.
The post office cus-

tomer window now will
be closed between
11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
for lunch.
The change was not

a local one. Instead, it
was implemented by
the USPS.

state receipts
remain strong
State Budget Director

John Hicks announced
early this week that
Kentucky’s General
Fund receipts for July,
the first month of Fiscal
Year 2021 (FY21), to-
taled $905.1 million, a
seven-percent increase
compared to July 2019
receipts. Collections for
the month were sur-
prisingly strong given
the general slowdown

in consumer spending
arising from the uncer-
tainty of the novel
coronavirus. 
Locally, restaurant

sales were also up in
the second quarter of
2020 (see page 1 for
more on local sales).
The official revenue

estimate for FY21 calls
for revenue to grow 0.3
percent compared to
FY20 actual receipts.
Based on July’s re-
ceipts, General Fund
revenues can fall 0.2
percent for the remain-
der of the fiscal year to
meet the enacted
budget estimate. 
Largely due to coro-

navirus-unemployment
benefits, individual in-
come tax receipts rose
6.2 percent due to
higher withholding and
estimated tax pay-
ments. 
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BOOK
Continued from page 1

fear in love; but perfect love casts
out all fear, because fear involves
torment. But he who fears has not
been made perfect in love. We love
Him because He first loved us,”
Merrick said.
Merrick is self-publishing the se-

ries with a group of books called
the Mosaic Collection. Twelve au-
thors of Christian fiction are re-
leasing one book a month, pooling
their resources for marketing and
support.
“RenoVations is set here in Crit-

tenden County, in a fictional com-
munity along the river. I came up

with the idea after researching the
area around Dam 50, where I
learned that a Clement, back in
the 1840s, dreamed of founding a
town (Clementburg) there on the
river, but was killed in a sawmill
accident in his 40s,” Merrick ex-
plains “In real life, the dream was-
n't realized, but I wanted to create
a new place, so I named it
Clementville to honor that dream.”
The fictional town also has a

great deal of similarities to Equal-
ity, Ill., where the Red Onion
restaurant is located. 
“I wanted something small, but

with something – in this case, like
Equality, a restaurant – that peo-
ple will drive to from miles around

for,” Merrick said, noting that the
description of the home at the cen-
ter of the novel combines elements
from the Crittenden County home
Eulanda near Riverview Park and
also a home she saw on an episode
of TLC’s Fixer Upper.
Merrick is a former librarian for

the Crittenden County School Dis-
trict and Crittenden County Public
Library. She has two grown chil-
dren and is married to Todd Mer-
rick, who is a local educator. 
Living in an 100-year-old home

in Marion also provided her with
background details for her book,
which is centered around an inte-
rior designer renovating an old
home.

Primary agriculture activities for
the past week included spraying
field crops and cutting hay. 
Cool temperatures with some ex-

tended dry periods allowed farm-
ers in the fields this past week. The
low humidity conditions were opti-
mal for hay making. Corn is being
sprayed for Southern Rust with
the late-planted crop particularly
susceptible.

Corn and soybeans continue to
be in good condition overall as the
mild temperatures have limited
heat stress commonly occurring
this time of year. Tobacco is doing
fairly well with 53 percent of the
crop in good condition. Pressure
from weed growth is minimal in
pastures. Cooler temperatures and
scattered rain have also encour-
aged healthy pastureland.

As of late last week, 95 percent
of the state corn crop was in silk-
ing stage. The corn crop is 64 per-
cent good and 23 percent
excellent. Only one percent is con-
sidered very poor. Pastures are 58
percent good and 22 percent fair
while eight percent are excellent.
Almost 70 percent of the state’s
soybean crop is ranked good  while
17 percent is excellent.

Corn, beans finding healthy growing season

Kirk
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CCHS SBDM 
meets Tuesday 

The Crittenden 
County High School 
Site-Based Council 
will meet at 3:45 p.m., 
Aug. 18 in the high 
school library. 

 

CCMS SBDM 
meets Aug. 19 

The Crittenden 
County Middle School 
Site-Based Council 
will meet at 3:30 p.m., 
Aug. 19 in the princi-
pal’s office.

Senior Menu 
The Crittenden 

County Senior Center 
is offering a drive-
through for daily hot 
meals. Lunches must 
be reserved by calling 
(270) 965-5229. They 
can be picked up Mon-
day through Friday at 
11:30 a.m. 

Menu includes: 
Aug. 13: Pork roast, 

baked sweet potato, 
black eyed peas, car-
rot raisin salad and 
cornbread. 

Aug. 14: Hot turkey 
sandwich, mashed po-
tatoes, giblet gravy, 
buttered spinach, 
wheat bread and fruit. 

Aug. 17: Beef stew, 
brown rice, cole slaw, 
cornbread and choco-
late pudding. 

Aug. 18: Chicken 
pot pie, baked potato 
with sour cream and 
margarine, green 
beans, Mandarin or-
anges and wheat 
bread. 

Aug. 19: Tuna 
noodle casserole, sea-
soned turnip greens, 
brownies and wheat 
roll. 

Scramble 
benefits 
shelter 
STAFF REPORT 

A golf scramble 
Saturday will raise 
money for the Mary 
Hall Ruddiman Ca-
nine Shelter. 

The no-kill shelter 
opened 10 years ago 
this fall after money 
from the estate of the 
late Mary Hall Ruddi-
man established a 
no-kill shelter. The 
goal of the shelter is 
to find homes for 
pets, and it has oper-
ated on Ruddiman’s 
bequest but funds 
are needed to carry 
out the shelter’s mis-
sion to care for aban-
doned or unwanted 
dogs. The golf scram-
ble at Deer Lakes 
Golf Course in Salem 
is one of the only 
fundraisers the 
shelter has been able 
to hold this year due 
to COVID-19. 

Call Kristi Beavers 
at (270) 704-9082 or 
Ric Hughes at (270) 

Matthews recipients 
of Speed Queen, 
Johnson’s giveaway

Giving back to the 
communities they 
serve has always been 
a focus of Johnson’s 
Furniture & Appli-
ances, Inc. The tradi-
tion continued 
recently when the 
company gave away a 
Speed Queen laundry 
pair to the Matthews 
family in Eddyville. 
Johnson’s earned the 
pair by winning a re-
cent social media 
contest hosted by 
Speed Queen. 

“We are so blessed 
to do business with 
great people every day 
and being able to give 
back to them just feels 
good,” said Patti Mer-
rill of Johnson’s. 

This time around, 
the recipients of the 
dealer’s generosity are 
military veteran Chase 
Matthews and his wife 
Jennifer, daughter 
Sarah and son Owen.  

“This is such a de-
serving Family, who 
has endured many dif-
ficult trials and tribu-
lations  and are an 
inspiration to many in 
our local communities 
for their fighting 
spirit,” Merrill said. 

Johnson’s earned 
the Speed Queen TR7 
top load washer and 
matching DR7 dryer 
pair to giveaway 
through their impres-
sive performance in 
social media sharing 
of the brand’s Legend 
campaign. The focus 
of the campaign is a li-
vestream of the TR7 
model being pushed to 
its limits with loads 
such as hockey pucks, 
garden tools and bil-
liard balls, all to prove 
the brand’s ultimate 
durability story live on 

the web. 
“The folks at 

Johnson’s Furniture & 
Appliances truly em-
braced the Legend 
campaign and it 
showed in their social 
media engagement,” 
said Susan Miller, 
marketing business 
partner for Speed 
Queen consumer pro-
ducts. “We have 
dealers in major metro 
areas that could not 
match the social 
media numbers and 
traffic Johnson’s deliv-
ered to the lives-
tream.” 

Based in Marion, 
Johnson’s Furniture & 
Appliances has been 
in business since 
1950.

Our moral obliga-
tion in any situation is 
to be smart and be-
have responsibly. That 
applies to a number of 
situations, 
from driving 
to going in 
public dur-
ing a pan-
demic. 

B e c a u s e 
of the low, 
low inci-
dence of 
COV ID -19 
in our com-
munity, I 
don’t see 
any reason 
to push the 
start of 
school back 
to Sep-
tember. Par-
ents still will have the 
option of keeping their 
kids at home. The gov-
ernor has issued a 
blanket recommenda-
tion to delay the start 
of school until late 
September whether 
there are 3,000 cases 
or 31 cases in a Ken-
tucky county. 

COVID-19 is not 
present here like it is 
in Jefferson or Fayette 
County. We have had 
31 cases in five 
months in Crittenden 
County, and virtually 
none of those individ-
uals has been sick 
from the coronavirus. 
Most of the 31 individ-
uals with positive tests 
have been asympto-
matic. Crittenden is in 
the bottom 10 of 120 
Kentucky counties in 
terms of incidence of 
COVID-19. With all 

the extra precautions 
taken by the school 
system, I’d venture to 
say many kids will be 
healthier at school 

than at 
home. 

I know the 
school dis-
trict has 
spent thou-
sands of dol-
lars and 
hundreds of 
hours meet-
ing to discuss 
a safe course 
of action for 
students’ re-
turn to 
school. I ap-
plaud those 
efforts. Every-
one involved 
has gone 

above and beyond to 
make safety a top 
priorty.  

Our kids are hang-
ing out with friends, 
going to the mall, play-
ing ball, loitering out 
on Food Giant parking 
lot, swimming and 
playing golf together – 
all without masks, I 
might add. But they 
can’t attend school in 
a mask where nec-
essary and sit 6 feet 
away from their class-
mates? It’s contradic-
tory at best. 

We are welcome to 
send our kids out in 
restaurants and to 
send our older kids to 
work in the public, but 
we are discouraged 
from sending them to 
school (yet). That just 
doesn’t seem right. 

I just don’t see how 
delaying school for a 
month will help.

School needs to start Aug. 25

Officers of the 
Woman’s Club of Mar-
ion had their hands 
full holding 11 contest 
certificates from the 
GFWC Kentucky com-
petition.   

In addition to indi-
vidual awards, the 
club earned a 100 per-
centon the state score-
card contest which 
measures how well a 
club meets state’s re-
quirements. 

Other results in-
clude first place in 
Arts Community Serv-
ice Program, News-
letter Contest, 
Women’s History & 
Resource Center;  sec-
ond place in Com-
munications & Public 
Relations, Fundraising 
& Development, Lead-
ership Advancement 
Area, Legislation/Pub-
lic Policy, Membership 
Advancement and 
Press/Social Media 

Book; third place in 
Domestic Violence 
Awareness & Preven-
tion. 

Additionally, the 
club’s student writing 
entries placed first in 
five categories.  Those 
results have been pre-
viously reported in 
The Press. 

There are over 
80,000 GFWC 
members who work in 
their own com-
munities to support 
the arts, preserve nat-
ural resources, ad-
vance education, 
promote healthy life-
styles, encourage civic 
involvement, and work 
toward world peace 
and understanding.   
For more information 
about joining 
Woman’s Club of Mar-
ion contact any of the 
officers pictured or 
Nancy Hunt at (270) 
704-0057. 

Club earns high  
state marks

What’s going on? 
Let us publicize 

your event!

50 years ago 
Aug. 13, 1970 

•Census infor-
mation revealed 133 
firms in operation that 
employ one or more 
people in Crittenden 
County. Seventy-nine 
businesses employed 
one to three people; 26 
have four to seven em-
ployees; and 21 em-
ployed eight to 19 
people. Payrolls 
reached a new high of 
$3.2 million in Crit-
tenden County, up 
from $2.288 in 1965. 

•New blacktop was 
applied to the tennis 
courts behind Marion 
Junior High on Col-
lege Street by Cruce 
Asphalt Paving Com-
pany. 

•Rev. James Lentz 
was advertised as the 
evangelist for the 81st 
annual Hurricane 
Camp Meeting. Song 
leader was Rev. John 

Bagly. 
 

25 years ago 
Aug. 17, 1995 

•The trend of dual 
credit classes began at 
Crittenden County 
High School. Students 
were offered an Eng-
lish class taught by 
Murray State Univer-
sity through the Ken-

tucky Telelinking Net-
work. 

•Jeremy Shoulders, 
then 23, captured the 
Marion Country Club 
golf championship 
with a 143. Second 
place went to Ryan 
Perry with 146 and 
Jason Lacy with 149. 

•Druther’s Restau-
rant was advertising a 
Sunday fried chicken 
buffet for $3.99.  

 
10 years ago 
Aug. 12, 2010 

•The Mary Hall Ru-
diman Canine Shelter 
on Just-A-Mere Road 
was under construc-
tion, anticipating to be 
operational by Oct. 1. 
The shelter was devel-
oped using a bequest 
by the estate of the 
late Mary Hall Ruddi-
man. 

•Ken Geary was 
named head coach of 
the Lady Rocket Soc-
cer Team. He inherited 
a team that was 0-12-
2 the previous season. 

 

Josh Jackson, 10, 
tries his hand at a 
game at the Crittenden 
County Fairgrounds in 
1995.

Allison
MICK-EVANS
THE CRITTENDEN PRESS

Write Now
Commentary

4

Woman’s Club awards went to (from left) Annie 
Rubino, Susan Alexander, Carolyn Belt and 
Nancy Hunt.  
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School events linked communities

Rep. Lynn Bechler
House Notes
Rep. Lynn
BECHLER
R-Marion
House District 4 
Crittenden • Livingston
Caldwell • Christian (part)

Contact
702 Capitol Ave.
Annex Room 424C
Frankfort, KY 40601
(502) 564-8100, ext. 665
lynn.bechler@lrc.ky.gov

Committees
Ag & Small Business, 

vice-chair
Economic Development
Labor & Industry

Service
House: 2013-present 

Sen. Dorsey Ridley
Senate Notes
D-Henderson
Senate District 4 
Crittenden • Caldwell
Henderson • Webster
Livingston • Union

Contact
702 Capitol Ave.
Annex Room 255
Frankfort, KY 40601
(502) 564-8100, ext. 655
dorsey.ridley@lrc.ky.gov

Committees
Agriculture
Transportation
Banking & Insurance
State & Local Gov’t

Service
House: 1987-94
Senate: 2004-present 
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(Sen. Dorsey Ridley, a Henderson Democrat, has
served in the Kentucky Senate since 2004 representing
District 4, which is comprised of Crittenden, Livingston,
Caldwell, Webster, Union and Henderson counties.)

(Rep. Lynn Bechler, a Marion Republican, has served
in the Kentucky House of Representatives since 2013
representing House District 4, which is comprised of Crit-
tenden, Livingston, Caldwell and a portion of Christian
County.)

(Kentucky Supreme Court Justice Bill Cunningham is
a former judge and practicing attorney in western Ken-
tucky. He is a resident of Lyon County and author of sev-
eral books. His column appears in this newspaper
periodically.)

(Allison Evans is the advertising manager and an edi-
torial contributor at The Crittenden Press. The newspaper
has been in her family for more than a half-century. She
can be reached at (270) 965-3191 or by e-mail at alli-
son@the-press.com.)

(Brenda Underdown is Crittenden County’s historian
and serves on the board of the historical and genealogi-
cal societies in the county. She is also active in maintain-
ing Crittenden County Historical Museum.)

(Perry Newcom was elected judge-executive of Critten-
den County in 2010. His column appears periodically in
this newspaper. He can be reached at (270) 965-5251.)

(Daryl K. Tabor is editor of The Crittenden Press. His
column appears in this newspaper periodically. He can be
reached at (270) 965-3191 or thepress@the-press.com.)

(Chris Evans is the publisher and editor of The Critten-
den Press. He is also author of the book, “South of the
Mouth of Sandy,” which is available from online book-
stores. His column appears periodically. He can be
reached at (270) 965-3191.)

(Don Gatewood is a resident of rural Crittenden
County. He is a retired U.S. Navy commander and former
police officer. His opinions are his own and are not neces-
sarily those of the newspaper.)

(Rev. Lucy Tedrick, pastor at Marion Church of God,
shares her views periodically in this newspaper. She
can be reached at (270) 965-3269. Her opinions are her
own and are not necessarily those of this newspaper.)

(Mark Girten, pastor at Crooked Creek Baptist
Church, shares his views periodically in this newspaper.
He can be reached at (270) 601-0965. His opinions are
his own and are not necessarily those of this newspa-
per.)

(Linda Defew is from Livingston County and periodi-
cally writes a column for this newspaper. Her stories
have been published in numerous magazines and books,
and recently, she had her first book published, "Murder
in Little Heaven." She can be contacted at
oldwest@tds.net.)

(Regina Merrick if director of Crittenden County Public
Library on West Carlisle Street in Marion. The library can
be reached at (270) 965-3354.)

Allison
EVANS
Staff writer

Write
Now

Regina
MERRICK
CCPL director

@ Your
Library

Brenda
Underdown
County Historian

Forgotten
Passages

Schools today are so 
much different today 
from what they were in 
my school days, there is 
no comparison.  
In some ways 
they may be 
better; in oth-
ers, maybe not. 
It is all in the 
way we judge 
values and the 
way lifestyles 
have changed.  
The little one- 
or two-room 
schoolhouses 
that stood near 
the road in so 
many commu-
nities played a 
very important 
role to the fam-
ilies and resi-
dents of their town.
At 8 o’clock each morn-
ing the bell sounded for 
“Books.” Nobody liked 
to be tardy and usually 
everyone was there. The 
bell was either mounted 
on a pole, or at Crayne the 
teacher carried a hand 
bell which she would 
stand on the front porch 
and ring. Everybody 
lined up and marched 
into the schoolhouse in 
an orderly fashion. The 
school house would usu-
ally have two doors and 
the boys would line up 
on one side and the girls 
on the other.
Most school rooms were 
built with the door or 
doors in one end of the 
building with the black-
board on the wall at the 
other end.  At the begin-
ning of the school day 
first order of the morn-
ing would be roll call 
by the teacher. Some 
days we would answer 
with a Bible verse, Je-
sus Saves was always a 
favorite. Another part of 
every morning would be 
the Pledge of Allegiance.  
We didn’t realize it at 
the time, but it was good 
start to our day, and that 
respect for the Bible and 
Pledge helped form our 
beliefs for our future.
 From the archives of The 
Crittenden Press comes 
these fond memories of 
school day and activi-
ties gone by.  Remember 
these days of a simpler 
time and a slower pace 
of life. 

–––
May 23, 1947 – Frances 
School Hosts the Grand 
Ole Opry.
Appearing in person, 
at Frances High School 
gym are WSM Grand Ole 
Opry entertainers, in-
cluding Grandpa Jones 
and his children, fea-
turing Lonzo and Oscar, 
Lillie Bell, pretty singer 
of songs, Ramona Cham-
pion old time girl fiddler, 
Clyde and Marie Dilleha, 
the Tenn. Sweethearts, 
Loyd George and Rollin 
Sullivan.

–––
June 6, 1947 – Spring 
Rally Day Winners
The four high scoring 4-H 
winners of Spring Rally 
Day Contests will accom-
pany County Agent O. M. 

Shelby and Miss Roberta 
Croft, Leader of the Tolu 
4-H Club, to Lexington 
on June 9 to enter var-

ious Farm and 
Home Contests 
and to enjoy 
the fine pro-
grams sched-
uled for work, 
fun and fel-
lowship of all 
Kentucky 4-H 
members at-
tending.
Miss Jackie 
Lee Miles of 
Tolu Club will 
represent Crit-
tenden Coun-
ty in the Ken-
tucky Style 
Revue Contest, 
Miss Mildred 

Underdown of Hebron 
Club will be our Canning 
Judge Contestant, and 
Virgil Cook, Jr. of He-
bron and Jimmie Brown 
of Shady Grove will rep-
resent the county in the 
Water Management Con-
test. The trip of these 4-H 
contestants and leader 
was sponsored by the 
Crittenden County Farm 
Bureau.

–––
Aug. 8, 1947 – Owen 
School News. Mrs. 
Edna Hodge, instructor 
at Owen, gave her pu-
pils, patrons and friends 
an ice cream supper on 
Saturday night. A large 
crowd attended. Miss 
Jean Tabor was awarded 
the cake for the prettiest 
girl. Seventeen dollars 
was cleared and will be 
used for the benefit of the 
district and library books 
for the school.  A prize of 
a watermelon was given 
to the man having the 
dirtiest feet.  A man from 
Marion was awarded the 
watermelon.

–––
Aug. 8, 1947 – Crayne 
School News. The ice 
cream supper at the 
Crayne school last Fri-
day night was well at-
tended, according to 
Hayden Harpending.  
The event was spon-
sored by the school and 
the sum of $82.35 was 
raised.  A beautiful bas-
ket of mixed flowers was 
donated by Mrs. W. R. 
Cruce which was sold for 
the best looking girl, and 
was won by Miss Juanita 
Chandler.  Mrs. Houston 
Bigham won the cake do-
nated by Mrs. Clay Nor-
man for being the pret-
tiest married lady.  The 
watermelon given to the 
ugliest man was award-
ed to Wendy Wright. In-
structors at the Crayne 
School are Mr. Harpend-
ing and Mrs. Nannie Mae 
Lear.

–––
Nov. 7, 1947 - Dycus-
burg School.  The box 
supper at the school 
building Friday Night, 
Oct. 24, was quite a suc-
cess.  The fish pond was 
a novelty for the little 
folks.  
A pair of socks was given 
to Milley Peek for being 
the “worst hen-pecked 

man” present.  James 
Polk was winner of the 
cake which was raffled 
off, and a cake was giv-
en for the most beautiful 
girl.
The proceeds were 
$87.91, which will be 
used for some very much 
need improvements for 
the school.

–––
March 4, 1949 – Lilly 
Dale
Our school closed last 
Friday with a small 
program  Those pres-
ent besides the parents 
were Mr. and Mrs. Harry 
Haynes and Mr. and Mrs. 
J. P. Loyd.
The children receiving 
diplomas from the eighth 
grade were Marvin Or-
dway, Reuben Parmley 
and Jimmy Stallions.
Those receiving certif-
icates and awards for 
perfect attendance were 
Eugene Sutton, Leon 
Sutton, Donna Fay 
Rushing and Donald Ray 
Rushing.
Those receiving prizes for 
the most headmarks for 
the entire years were as 
follows:  Grade II – Kath-
erine Parmley; Grade III 
– Donna Fay Rushing; 
Grade IV – Gladys Parm-
ley; Grade VI – Jackie 
Stallions; Grade VII – Eu-
gene Sutton, and Grade 
VIII – Marvin Ordway.

–––
March 1949.  Piney Fork 
 School closed at Piney 

Fork on Feb. 25, with 
Mrs. Dorothy Booker, 
teacher. Parents and 
friends took a basket 
dinner and games were 
played in the morning 
and lunch was served at 
noon. It was voted unan-
imously for Mrs. Booker 
to return another year as 
teacher.  
Eighth grade students 
who passed their exams 
were Martha Jean Alex-
ander, Beauton Corley, 
Wendell Ordway and 
Carlos Bond.

–––
Another not so fun part 
of those school days was 
childhood diseases. It 
was regarded as a matter 
of course that all children 
must have the so-called 
sheltering diseases, and 
that was that. It was like 

having to take required 
courses in college. Ev-
erybody did it, and few 
imagined that there was 
any way to avoid it.
There was no required 
order of these sourc-
es, the only fear any-
one seemed to have was 
that some youngster 
might have two or three 
at a time and thus car-
ry for the rest of his life 
some deficiency of bodily 
strength or mentality as 
a result.
Working off required 
courses of children’s dis-
eases was not much fun. 
Anyone who can remem-
ber the taste of measles 
will bear with me on this 
statement.  It must be 
among the worst taste 
in the world, and hav-
ing whooping cough, and 
whooping for months on 
end, even after you felt 
about as good as ever, 
is was nothing to smile 
about.  Coughing spasms 
could be so bad that you 
felt ready to collapse af-
ter having one.  
The mumps was another 
childhood disease that 
was passed around at 
school and brought home 
to the younger sibling 
or siblings.  Some cas-
es would be worse than 
others with the glands so 
swollen you could hardly 
swallow and then it hurt 
so bad you thought you 
were dying, and it seems 
the older child that 
contracted the disease 
would have the worse 
case while the younger 
would get by with a mild-
er case.  

Such was the case with 
chicken pox. I know my 
brother, four years older 
than me, brought these 
childhood diseases home 
to me, it was just expect-
ed.  He had a terrible 
case of chicken pox, and 
carried some of the scars 
with him all his life.  My 
case was light and only 
had a few ‘pox’ on me 
and no scars.  No won-
der at times I thought he 
didn’t like me as I never 
was as sick as he was 
with the diseases. 

–––
I am thankful I grew up 
in the time period I did 
and was able to attend 
the one- and two-room 
school at Crayne.  I, 
more often now, remi-
nisce about the “good old 
days,” and one of my fa-
vorite topics is my school 
days.
(Brenda Underdown is 
chair of Crittenden Coun-
ty Historical Society and 
a member of Crittenden 
County Genealogical So-
ciety. Much more local 
history can be found at 
OurForgottenPassages.
blogspot.com).

Activities such as the one in the old advertisement 
were much anticipated events. Everyone came and 
had a good time whether they had children in school or 
just lived in the community. The money made at these 
events was for the purpose of helping the school pur-
chase items for their classrooms, or perhaps helped 
with buying playground equipment for the students.

The Crayne School was located in the center of the 
Crayne community. It served the area as a wonderful 
school and community center for activities for many 
years. The ladies of their P.T.A. were organizers of ex-
citing events.
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Do you remember the 
kid or the co-worker who 
never pulled their weight 
in group projects? They 
were quite happy to coast 
along and let everyone 
else do the heavy lifting 
and take an 
equal share 
of credit. But 
then, if some-
thing went 
wrong, because 
they had not 
done any work, 
they could 
quite easily 
blame everyone 
else for not lis-
tening to them. 

Or do you 
remember that 
co-worker or 
fellow student 
who always 
did everything 
in group proj-
ects because 
they knew that 
no one else would do a 
good job? They were not 
about to put their grade 
or results in the hands of 
someone else. If all went 
well, they would claim to 
have been a great leader 
and, if not, they could 
blame the others for not 
pulling their weight.

If you were the one 
who let others work and 
spoke up, it was likely 
you were shut down by 
the over-achievers. So, 
why bother. If you were 
an over-achiever and de-
cided to take a break, you 
were likely called upon 
anyway because everyone 
was expecting more of 
you. What is amazing to 

me about this is that it is 
everywhere, and I behave 
pretty much the same 
way in every setting of 
my life, from the smallest 
of groups (my immediate 
family) to the largest (how 

I engage na-
tional issues). 

We all get 
stuck and we 
all have a role 
to play. Noth-
ing wrong with 
that. What can 
happen to us, 
however, is that 
we get so stuck 
that we stop 
growing. There 
will always be 
areas of my life 
where I need 
help. Some of 
those are be-
cause I really 
need help – oth-
ers are because 
I have learned 

to be helpless and there 
is no reason to change or 
maybe even resistant to 
it. There are other areas 
of my life where I can help 
others. I need to be care-
ful here as well so that I 
do not help people when 
they do not need it.

I have said, and some-
times still do, to my chil-
dren that I cannot care 
more about something in 
their lives than they do. If 
that happens (most often 
seen in children’s sports), 
then I become overbear-
ing, obsessive and pre-
vent them from growing. 
I may also be pushing 
them in directions they 
have no interest in go-

ing but are powerless to 
resist – for now. My role 
should be to support and 
encourage, but never to 
hover (helicopter) or run 
ahead (snowplow). 

As a minister, I must be 
careful of this in other re-
lationships as well. That 
is why when attempting 
to help I will always give 
an assignment within 
the capability of the one 
I am assisting. It may be 
as simple as calling me 
back or writing a thank 
you note. The only way to 
move people from help-
lessness to functioning is 
to expect something from 
them. Most people will 
respond when given the 
opportunity. 

What I am describing 
is personal interactions 
that we are all familiar 
with. The trick is to learn 
to be a little less help-
ful with those who act 
helpless and to act a lit-
tle less helpless toward 
those who desire to give 
us help. That is personal 
growth.

The other thing I am 
describing is one of our 
national maladies (in 
my opinion). There are 
groups of people who are 
determined to help oth-
ers whether they need 
it or not. And there are 
other groups who are 
determined to make oth-
ers help them, wheth-
er they need it or not. 
These groups find each 
other and create a sys-
tem with a feedback loop 
that is nearly impossible 
to break. There are the 

saviors and the victims. 
There are the adults and 
the children. There are 
the policymakers and the 
interest groups. And ev-
eryone needs to grow up. 

Most of us are not need-
ed nearly as much as we 
like to think we are. Con-
versely, most of us are 
not nearly are helpless 
and we like to advertise. 
Both sides are guilty of 
blaming things or people 
outside of their system 
for their problems. 

I say often in this space 
that we are all part of the 
problems we suffer in our 
environments and we are 
also all part of the solu-
tion. We cannot get to 
solutions so long as we 
remain stuck in our roles 
and demand that others 
stay stuck in theirs.

As a believer, I recog-
nize that the relationship 
between God and me is 
somewhat uneven. I real-
ly am helpless and hope-
less. I really do need him 
to do something to get me 
out of my situation. Even 
at that, God still requires 
me to take responsibili-
ty for my own mess (and 
sometimes the messes 
of others). Once rescued 
there is no sitting around 
in a helpless state. There 
is activity and growth re-
quired. May God help us 
grow up.

Dr. Sean Niestrath is a 
minister in Madisonville, 
Ky. He holds a doctoral 
degree in ministry. You 
may contact him at sean.
niestrath@outlook.com.

Sean
NIESTRATH
Faith-based columnist

Guest
Columnist

Beware of too much help
n The Clothes Closet of 

the First Baptist Church in 
Fredonia will once again be 
open to serve the area with 
free clothes beginning.  For 
the time being, we will be 
outside the Clothes Closet 
in the parking lot. Our hours 
are 1-3 p.m. each Thursday. 
We will ask everyone to ob-
serve social distancing. The 
Clothes Closet will be closed 
in case of rain. 

n Fredonia Unity Baptist 
Church’s clothes closet is 
open from 9 a.m. to noon on 
the second and fourth Satur-
day of every month.

n First Baptist Church of 
Fredonia food pantry is open 
from 1 to 3 p.m. the third 

Thursday of each month in 
Coleman Hall of the church.

n The clothes closet at 
Mexico Baptist Church is 
open from 9 to 11:30 a.m. 
each Monday.

n Cave Springs Baptist 
Church between Lola and 
Joy in Livingston County 
offers food 24 hours a day, 
7 days week at its outdoor 
Blessing Box in front of the 
church.

Does Your Congregation  
Have  Something Planned?

Let us know. We post 
church notes here at no 
charge.

Email to thepress@the-
press.com or call (270) 965-
3191

AAsskk tthhee PPaassttoorr
By Bob Hardison

Church Events & News

Question: I am alone at 
home a lot and I hunger for 
the affirmation of others. 
I feel like I am withering 
on the vine. How can I get 
some encouragement?

Answer: We all need a 
daily dose of encourage-
ment. Our lives grow weak 
without it. Look in these ar-
eas for encouragement:

1. Open up to God’s pres-
ence. As Jesus faced the 
suffering of the cross, He 
was comforted by His Fa-
ther’s presence. John 16:32 
records His words—“I am not 

alone, for my Father is with 
me.” The Bible tells, “God is 
our refuge and strength, an 
ever-present help in trouble” 
(Ps. 46:1). God’s presence 
and help are always only a 
prayer away.

2. Build relationships with 
others. While at times, we 
all need to turn outward 

to build relationships with 
others. Use the telephone 
and social media to contact 
others. Befriend your neigh-
bors and acquaintances. 

Go to church. People in 
a local church are some of 
the most encouraging folks 
on the face of the earth. 
When you attend, you will 

receive smiles and words of 
encouragement. 

3. Become an encourag-
er. Instead of always seek-
ing affirmation, make an ef-
fort to affirm others. Lift up 
someone with your words 
and actions. Compliment 
others. Express thanks for 
small favors. Be specific 
regarding how their words 
and actions have helped 
you. By investing yourself in 
another, both of you will be 
blessed.

Send your questions to: 
bob@bobhardison.com

Through relationships, we receive encouragement



yard sales
Six family yard sale, Aug. 
21-22, 637 Coleman Rd., 
8 a.m.-? Boys clothes 
12 months and up, girls 
clothes size 4T and up, va-
riety of sizes of women’s 
clothes, toddler bed, Bar-
bie Dream power wheels, 
household items and more. 
(2t-8-p)

agriculture
RETIRED POLICE OFFI-
CER living in Eddyville, Ky., 
looking for hunting rights. 
Willing to share game. Also 
hunt nuisance animals in 
season. Call (270) 388-
4992. (5t-10-p)

employment
Wanted: Experienced 
HVAC technician. Jour-
neyman’s card and valid 
driver’s license required. 
Please apply only if you 
meet these requirements: 
willing to commit to a job; 
willing to be on rotating 
call; willing to work 40-plus 
hours; good people skills; 
able to work closely with 
employees and customers. 
Take-home company vehi-
cle provided. Fax or email 
(270) 965-5449 or ritetem-
pllc@att.net. (4t-7-p)
Reliable workers needed! 
Full-time, 1st & 2nd shift 
positions available now!  
Strong Solid Company with 
a Bright Future! Good start-
ing wage $10 & up based 
on skill & experience. Must 
pass background & drug 
screen.  Apply at Liberty 
Tire Recycling, 2071 US 60 
West, Marion KY or email 
resume to hmaloney@lib-
ertytire.com. Call for more 
info 270-965-3613. Equal 
Opportunity Employer.​ (6-
tfc)
The Earle C. Clements Job 
Corps Academy is seeking 
employees.  We offer a 
competitive salary, benefits 
package and advancement 
opportunities.  Full-time, 
part-time, and substitute 
positions available.  MTC 
is an equal opportunity 
employer-Minority/Female/
Disabled/Veteran.  To 
view current openings and 
qualifications and to apply, 
please visit our website: 
www.mtcjobs.com “Build-
ing Tomorrow’s Futures To-
day.” (4t-9-p)

services
VALLEY VIEW Windows, 

Custom Built Vinyl Win-
dows, we install for new 
construction and replace-
ments. Aquila A. Yoder, 
Jr., 294 Mt. Zion Church 
Rd., Marion, KY 42064. 
(52t-28-p)
CONCRETE WORK: Park-
ing lots, garages, steel 
buildings, walls, sidewalks, 
driveways, room addi-
tions. Call for quote (270) 
724-4672, Joe Mattingly 
Concrete Construction. 
(24t-12-p)

notices
Advertise your job opening, 
event, items for sale, auc-
tion etc. in this newspaper 
plus 83 other Kentucky 
newspapers including The 
Paducah Sun, Kentucky 
New Era (Hopkinsville), 
The Sturgis News, The 
(Princeton) Times Leader, 
The (Providence) Jour-
nal-Enterprise, The Union 
County Advocate, The 
Henderson Gleaner, The 
Livingston Ledger and The 
(Madisonville) Messenger 
and for only $250. Save 
time and money by making 
one call for all! For more in-
formation, contact the clas-
sified department at (270) 
965-3191 or email us at ad-
vertising@the-press.com.

legal notices
Notice is hereby given 
that on August 5, 2020 
Naomi Lois Rushing of 37 
Riverview Lane, Marion, 
Ky. 42064 was appointed 
executrix of Raymond R. 
Rushing, deceased, whose 
address was 37 Riverview 
Lane, Marion, Ky. 42064. 
Robert Frazer, attorney.
All persons having claims 
against said estate are 
hereby notified to present 
the same properly proven 
as required by law to the 
executrix on or before the 
5th day of February, 2021 
and all claims not so proven 
and presented by that date 
shall be forever barred.
All persons indebted to the 
estate of the above-named 
decedent, will please call 
and settle said debts imme-
diately.
Crittenden District Court
Melissa Guill, Clerk (1t-7-c)
I, Melissa Guill, Clerk of 
Crittenden County District 
Court, Marion, Ky. do certify 

that the following has filed 
notice of Final Settlement:
Scott Matthews of 357 
Owens Road, Marion, Ky. 
42064, executor of Charles 
Matthews, deceased.
The foregoing settlement is 
to be heard at the regular 
session of Crittenden Dis-
trict Court on September 
9, 2020. All persons having 
exceptions to said settle-
ments are to file the same 
at once.
Melissa Guill, Clerk
Crittenden District Court 
(1t-7-c)

statewides
ADULT

Looking for love or just a 
friendly chat? Connect with 
Latino singles in your area. 
18 Plus.  Call 1-866-686-
5936 Try it free
Tired of the same old dat-
ing sites? Meet real people 
in your area & make a new 
connection on your terms! 
18 plus only. Call 1-855-
850-1741

AUTOMOBILES
Donate your car, truck or 
van. Help veterans find 
jobs or start a business. 
Call Patriotic Hearts Foun-
dation. Fast, FREE pick-up. 
Max tax-deduction. Opera-
tors are standing by! Call 
1-866-495-0115
CABLE/UTILITIES
DIRECTV - Switch and 
Save! $39.99/month. Se-
lect All-Included Package. 
155 Channels. 1000s of 
Shows/Movies On De-
mand. FREE Genie HD 
DVR Upgrade. Premium 
movie channels, FREE 
for 3 mos! Call 1-866-292-
5435
DIRECTV NOW. No Satel-
lite Needed. $40/month. 65  
Channels. Stream Break-
ing News, Live Events, 
Sports & On Demand Ti-
tles. No Annual Contract. 
No Commitment. CALL 
1-844-448-9318
DISH TV - $59.99/month 
for 190 channels. $100 Gift 
Card with Qualifying Ser-
vice! Free premium chan-
nels (Showtime, Starz, & 
more) for 3 months. Voice 
remote included. Restric-
tions apply, call for details.  
Call 1-855-303-4767
DISH Network. $59.99 for 

190 Channels! Blazing 
Fast Internet, $19.99/mo. 
(where available.) Switch & 
Get a FREE $100 Visa Gift 
Card. FREE Voice Remote. 
FREE HD DVR. FREE 
Streaming on ALL Devices. 
Call today! 1-855-633-4574

CELLULAR
Two great new offers from 
AT&T Wireless! Ask how to 
get the new iPhone 11 or 
Next Generation Samsung 
Galaxy S10e ON US with 
AT&T’s Buy one, Give One 
offer. While supplies last! 
CALL 1-866-478-8859

FARM EQUIPMENT
LOW CROP PRICES 
HURTING FARM IN-
COME? Lease hunting 
rights and get dependable 
yearly income with virtu-
ally no risk. Call 1-866-
309-1507 www.Base-
CampLeasing.com Promo 
Code: 318

FINANCIAL SERVICES
Have $10K In Debt? Credit 
Cards. Medical Bills. Per-
sonal Loans. Be Debt Free 
in 24-48 Months. Call NA-
TIONAL DEBT RELIEF! 
Know Your Options. Get 
a FREE debt relief quote: 
Call 1-877-934-0632
Wesley Financial Group, 
LLC Timeshare Can-
cellation Experts Over 
$50,000,000 in timeshare 
debt and fees cancelled in 
2019. Get free information-
al package and learn how 
to get rid of your timeshare! 
Free consultations. Over 
450 positive reviews. Call 
855-977-4979

GROCERY
ENJOY 100% guaranteed, 
delivered to-the-door Oma-
ha Steaks!  Get 4 FREE 
Burgers Order The Griller’s 
Bundle - ONLY $79.99. Call 
1-855-995-4780 mention 
code:63281EVF or visit 
www.omahasteaks.com/
family643
HELP WANTED – TRUCK 

DRIVERS

NEW STARTING BASE 
PAY - .50 cpm w/ option to 
make .60 cpm for Class A 
CDL Flatbed Drivers, Excel-
lent Benefits, Home Week-
ends, Call 800-648-9915 or 
www.boydandsons.com

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Eliminate gutter cleaning 
forever! LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-blocking 
gutter protection. Schedule 
a FREE LeafFilter estimate 
today. 15% off Entire Pur-
chase. 10% Senior & Mili-
tary Discounts. Call 1-866-
329-2415

HOME SERVICES
GENERAC Standby Gen-
erators. The weather is in-
creasingly unpredictable. 
Be prepared for power out-
ages. FREE 7-year extend-
ed warranty ($695 value!) 
Schedule your FREE in-
home assessment today. 
Call 1-844-688-8576  Spe-
cial financing for qualified 
customers.
INSURANCE SERVICES

DENTAL INSURANCE 
from Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company. Cov-
erage for 350 plus proce-
dures. Real dental insur-
ance - NOT just a discount 
plan. Do not wait! Call now! 
Get your FREE Dental In-
formation Kit with all the 
details! 1-855-900-7392 
www.dental50plus.com/26 
#6258
Up to $15,000.00 of GUAR-
ANTEED Life Insurance! 
No medical exam or health 
questions. Cash to help 
pay funeral and other final 
expenses. Call Physicians 
Life Insurance Company- 
844-950-2448 or visit www.
Life55plus.info/kypress

INTERNET/PHONE
SERVICES

Earthlink High Speed In-
ternet. As Low As $14.95/
month (for the first 3 

months.) Reliable High 
Speed Fiber Optic Technol-
ogy. Stream Videos, Music 
and More! Call Earthlink 
Today 1-866-930-8254

MEDICAL
Stay in your home longer 
with an American Standard 
Walk-In Bathtub. Receive 
up to $1,500 off, including 
a free toilet, and a lifetime 
warranty on the tub and in-
stallation! Call us at 1-877-
530-1935 or visit www.
walkintubquote.com/KY
Portable Oxygen Concen-
trator May Be Covered by 
Medicare! Reclaim inde-
pendence and mobility with 
the compact design and 
long-lasting battery of Ino-
gen One. Free information 
kit! Call 844-254-2147

MOVING COMPANY
Moving out of state in the 
next 30-60 days?  Don’t 
get taken for a ride! Mov-
ing APT offers a PRICE 
MATCH GUARANTEE 
and RISK FREE RESER-
VATIONS. Carriers are all 
licensed and bonded. Free 
quote! Call 1-844-224-2530
PROFESSIONAL ORGA-

NIZATIONS
Become a Published Au-
thor. We want to Read 
Your Book! Dorrance 
Publishing-Trusted by Au-
thors Since 1920 Book 
manuscript submissions 
currently being reviewed. 
Comprehensive Services: 
Consultation, Production, 
Promotion and Distribution 
Call for Your Free Author`s 
Guide 1-855-209-2951 or 
visit http://dorranceinfo.
com/Kentucky
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Prepaid ads of 20 words or less are 
$6 for one week, with a 10¢ charge 

for each word over the initial 20. 
Run the same ad for consecutive 

issues for only $4 each week. Now, 
all regular classified ads are placed 
on our Web site, www.the-press.
com, at no extra charge. It is the 

policy of The Crittenden Press Inc., 
to fully comply with the Fair Housing 
Act and to never knowingly publish 
advertisements that discriminate 

on the basis of race, color, religion, 
national origin, sex, disability or 
family status. If you believe an 
advertisement published in this 

newspaper is discriminatory, please 
contact the publisher immediately at 

(270) 965-3191.

The
Crittenden 

Press
125 E. Bellville St.,

P.O. Box 191
Marion, KY 42064

(270) 965-3191
information@the-press.com

Open weekdays
9 a.m.-5 p.m.



8 THE CRITTENDEN PRESS, Marion, Kentucky 42064, Thursday, August 13, 2020

The death last week of
20-year-old Cullan
Brown obviously touched
the golf world in a big
way because of his im-
mense talent on the
course. 
He was a former Ken-

tucky state high school
champion and two-time
state runner-up at Lyon
County. He
had a terrific
freshman sea-
son at the Uni-
versity of
Kentucky and
then even
made the cut
in the Barba-
sol Champi-
onship last
August in his
first PGA Tour start and
finished 10-under par for
the tourney before find-
ing out a few weeks later
he had a rare form of
bone cancer.
Brown made an impact

on everyone who knew
him on or off the course
because of his personal-
ity and love for life.
Just ask Grace Gorrell

who teaches a leadership
studies class at UK. She
had Cullan in class in the
fall of 2018. However,
once you know Brown,
you have a lifetime
friend.
“I have over 60 stu-

dents per semester in my
class so it is hard to get
to know them all on a
personal level. I was
blessed to get to know
Cullan because as an
athlete he had to be gone
and he would always
make sure to meet with
me one on one to catch
up,” Gorrell said.
She often exchanged

text messages with
Brown the last year while
he was undergoing
chemotherapy and bat-
tling cancer. 
“The last time we

texted was mid July.
That is when he shared
how much it had spread
and said that the chemo
was much harder on him
(than expected). But he
ended the text by saying
he really couldn’t com-
plain because he could

still get around,” Gorrell
said. “Always found the
positive. 
“I can promise you

when I am sharing my
students examples of a
good servant leader, it
won’t be many of our
current elected officials
but instead I will be talk-
ing about Cullan.” 
She posted on social

media that he was a “low
key guy always willing to
share his perspectives” in
class.
“He was always early

so I loved sitting down
and solving all the
world’s problems with
him. He always had a
book with him,” she said.
“He never told me what
an amazing golfer he
was. It was others that
told me. 
“He just made you feel

comfortable. He was
humble and kind. As I
started following his golf-
ing career I found out he
was quite the character
that brought joy and
laughter to his team-
mates and opponents. He
was a good guy that left
all who knew him way
too soon. If our world was
full of Cullans it would
truly be heaven on
earth.”
Certainly Dan Koett

would agree. He was the
director of media and
public relations for the
Barbasol Championship
last year and got to be
around Brown and his
family a lot. He admitted
when he had to put to-
gether a statement from

the Barbasol Champi-
onship on Brown’s pass-
ing that he cried because
of how special the young
golfer was.
“To cross paths with

someone like that is
amazing. Someone of
that caliber who was so
mature beyond his
years,” Koett said. “How
blessed are all of us who
had the opportunity to
know the young man. We
are all truly richer from
having known him.”
Koett remembered

when his wife and
mother-in-law came to
the tournament at
Champions Trace in Jes-
samine County. They
were going into the club-
house as Brown was
leaving. He opened the
door for both of them. 
When they came to the

media center to see
Koett, Brown was leaving
and they told Koett what
a nice young man he had
on his staff.
“I said, ‘Honey, he is a

golfer,’” Koett laughed
and said. “He came over
and they were just
floored at how nice he
was and what a gentle-
man he was. He just had
values and virtues that
are lost in today’s age. I
was always impressed at
how strong he was in his
faith and he was not
afraid to share that.”
Koett remembers how

media members who had
not been around Brown
before just “fell in love”
with him during the
tournament. Former PGA
and British Open cham-
pion John Daly played in
the tournament but
Koett said there were
many more requests to
interview Brown than
Daly.
“He just had that folksy

charm. Every interview
he did was special be-
cause of that great sense
of humor he had,” Koett
said. “That smile just
never left his face and the
fact he happened to be
just an incredible golfer
only made him more lov-
able.”
Koett often checked on

Brown the last year but
now regrets that he had
not been in contact for
about six weeks before
Brown’s passing.
“We had even talked to

him about starting our
tournament off by hitting
the first drive this year
before we had to cancel
(due to COVID-19) be-
cause his doctors felt he
was going to make a full
recovery and even be able
to play golf again,” Koett
said. “The pain of his
passing for all of us is
just unreal. Even after
his diagnosis I never met
anyone more positive. It
was never if I beat this,
but once I beat it these
are the next steps in my
life. He always found the
positive.”
That included teaching

his UK golf teammates
some of his culinary
skills during his one year
at Kentucky. His former
teammates now hope to
find a way to create a me-
morial fund at UK to
honor him that could in-
clude a cooking chal-
lenge.
Kentucky golfers

Jensen Castle and
Marissa Wenzler both
wore blue ribbons in
Brown’s honor at the
U.S. Women’s Amateur
Championship last week.
Last season both the
men’s and women’s
teams wore bracelets
with the hashtag #B4B
(Birdies for Brownie).

Both Castle and Wen-
zler were freshmen last
season and met Brown
for the first time during a
team visit to see him at
the hospital in Lexington. 
“I remember one of our

seniors asked him how
he was doing. He said,
‘You know, I really can’t
complain.’ I will always
remember that. When
people ask if I knew Cul-
lan, I tell them that story.
For someone in his situ-
ation, the way he was
able to stay so positive
and so upbeat was just
amazing,” Wenzler told
Tom Mackin of
www.usga.org.
Yes it was and Pam

Stallings certainly no-
ticed that during her son
Stephen Stallings’ senior
year when Brown was a
freshman.
“He was gentleman in a

kid’s body. He brought so
much joy to everybody,”
she said.
He did and perhaps

more than anything he
ever did on the golf
course that will and
should be his legacy.
-------------------------
How good will fresh-

man guard BJ Boston be
for Kentucky if there is a
2020-21 basketball sea-
son?
Kentucky assistant

coach Kenny Payne be-
lieves he could be very
good because of his ver-
satility and assortment of
skills.

“BJ is tremendous
scorer, very good re-
bounder, good passer,”
Payne said. “He just
plays basketball.”
Payne likes his attitude

as well.
“He is not insecure. If

you are open, he will get
you the ball,” Payne said.
“He does not feel like he
has to be the guy who
scores every time.”
However, he can score

in a lot of ways. 
“He is really good in

ball screens, really good
off down screens, getting
in the lane shooting,”
Payne said. “He’s really
gifted in isolation. He can
get a basket from any-
where and he is long.
“Between him and

(freshman Terrence)
Clarke, they are both
closer to 6-6, 6-7. That
gives you a lot of flexibil-
ity with the skills they
both have.”
Boston was the na-

tion’s top-ranked shoot-
ing guard in his class
and No. 5 player overall  –
John Calipari’s highest
rated recruit since Skal
Labissiere in 2015.
ESPN last week re-

leased a 2021 mock draft
that had Boston as the
sixth pick overall and
Clarke No. 10. That
would make him UK’s
highest draft pick since
De’Aaron Fox went fifth
in 2017. 

Larry
Vaught
UK Sports Columnist

Vaught’s
Views

Brown’s impact reaches far, far beyond golf course

Cullan Brown has ex-
tended family ties in Crit-
tenden County.

TOURISM
Continued from page 1
has ideas for 5K races,
concerts at the park,
softball tournaments and
events at Fohs Hall.
The tourism depart-

ment’s director Michele
Edwards will continue in
an administrative and
supervisory role, which
includes operating the
Marion Welcome Center.
The tax revenue gener-
ated to operate the
tourism department has
come to about $212,000
the past two years, which
was down about $10,000
or more in years 2014
through 2017.
The makeup of the

commission changed a
good bit in the past cou-
ple of years. Tanner
Tabor is the new chair-
man and his vision is to
be more instrumental in
organizing events. One
that has been talked
about in recent meetings
is a bow fishing tourna-
ment, plans for which are
being developed. 
Tabor says McDonald

has experience in pro-
moting community
events. She has been
serving on the Fredonia
Activities Committee
which has been aggres-
sive in promoting events
in the small town just
south of Marion. McDon-
ald understands social
media and event plan-

ning, Tabor said, which
is what made her stand
out among three finalists
who applied for the part-
time job.
“If we can bring in

more money through
tourism, it will help up-
grade the town and up-
grade the park,”
McDonald said. 
A Caldwell County na-

tive, McDonald grew up
in Fredonia. She was a
collegiate volleyball
player and is a second-
year head volleyball
coach at Crittenden
County High School. She
also works part-time at A
Cut Above meat market
and Mulligan’s Pizzeria
and Pub. 

SCHOOL
Continued from page 1
leadership team, has
been planning for several
weeks a return to the
classrom on Aug. 25 for
about three-quarters of
the students enrolled in
grades 1-12. About 25
percent of the students
had indicated in a school
survey that they would
likely elect to begin with
remote learning from
home. The district had
made arrangements for
both in-person and re-
mote learning. Clark said
many hours of prepara-
tion had gone into the
plan, supplies have been
purchased and schools
have been tailored to
allow for social distanc-
ing.
Clark said the five

elected members of the
board of education and
the district’s administra-
tors and leaders will meet
Thursday evening to dis-
cuss the path forward.
“What I am driven by at

this point are the benefits
to our kids, their needs,”
Clark said, citing social,
emotional, nutritional
and other support needs.
“There is a risk of being
in school and there is a
risk of keeping them
home.”
The district has polled

parents through elec-
tronic and phone sur-
veys. About 78 percent
say they want their chil-
dren in school, according
to the most recent poll
taken a couple of weeks
ago.
Clark said the final de-

cision will require a great
deal of thoughtful inspec-
tion of the district’s op-
tions, and the
ramifications of each.
While the governor and

Kentucky Department of
Education have not man-
dated schools to be
closed to in-person
classes until late Sep-
tember, they’re strongly
urging it. Clark says it’s
unclear what type of
backlash could be expe-

rienced if Crittenden
County opts to stay on
track for in-person
classes starting one week
from Tuesday.
He has spoken to a

number of colleagues
across Kentucky to see
what other districts are
doing. Livingston, which
was set for a hybird, al-
ternating A-B in-person
return, said Tuesday that
it plans to wait until the
end of next month. Vir-
tual instruction was to
begin this week. Lyon
and Caldwell counties
announced they will
begin with non-tradi-
tional, virtual instruction
on Aug. 24. It was un-
clear at press time what
other neighboring coun-
ties were planning to do.
Clark said he has sent

correspondence to in-
terim Kentucky Educa-
tion Commissioner
Kevin Brown on Tuesday
and anticipated having a
conversation with Brown
sometime before this
week’s board meeting.
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VOLLEYBALL
CCHS volleyball tryout
Crittenden County High School’s
volleyball team will have open gym
for new players on Aug. 17, Aug. 19
and Aug. 21 from 7 a.m., until 8:30
a.m., each day. Tryouts for the fall
roster will be from 8 a.m., until
10:30 a.m., on Aug. 24. All sessions
will be at Rocket Arena. For more
information, contact coach Baylee
McDonald at 270-601-0973.

GOLF
Saturday is dog play
The four-person golf scramble at
Deer Lakes to benefit the Mary Hall
Ruddiman Canine Shelter which
was postponed this spring due to
COVID-19 has been rescheduled. It
will now be held on Aug. 15. Cost is
$240/team. This is the only
fundraiser the shelter has been able
to hold due to COVID-19. Anyone
unable to play but wishing to make
donations can mail them to the
shelter at 24 Just-a-Mere Rd., Mar-
ion, KY 42064.

BASKETBALL
Thompson all-tourney
Marion’s Avery
Thompson was
named to the All
Tournament Team
after his team Ken-
tucky Elite Mentality
placed second in
the fifth-grade divi-
sion of the Reebok
Summer Finale in Cape Girardeau,
Mo.

FOOTBALL
Rockets in crosshairs
Crittenden County’s football team
has several players in the
crosshairs of college recruiters.
Preston Turley has been one of
those players. The senior end was
recently offered a spot on the FCS
Division 1 Butler University football
team in Indianapolis, Ind. He has
also received an offer from More-
head State. Classmate Tyler Boone
has also received high marks from
a recent recruiting showcase in
Nashville. His evaluation from the
National College Evaluation Camp
Series event listed the linebacker
as a “Definite FCS talent.” He, too,
has received offers from Butler and
Morehead.

OUTDOORS
Hunting Seasons
Here are some of the key hunting

opportunities currently in season or
coming up this summer and fall: 
Bull Frog                   May 15 - Oct. 31
Squirrel                    Aug. 15 - Nov. 13
Dove                         Sept. 1 - Oct. 26
Deer Archery             Sept. 5 - Jan. 18
Turkey Archery         Sept. 5 - Jan. 18
Canada Goose                 Sept. 16-30
Wood Duck & Teal            Sept. 19-23
Teal Only                          Sept. 24-27
Turkey Crossbow                  Oct 1-18
Deer Youth                          Oct. 10-11
Turkey Shotgun                  Oct. 24-30
Deer Crossbow       Sept. 19 - Jan. 18
Deer Blackpowder              Oct. 17-18
Youth Waterfowl                     Nov. 7-8
Quail, Rabbit            Nov. 16 - Feb. 10
Deer Modern Gun    Nov. 14 - Nov. 29
Turkey Crossbow    Nov. 14 - Dec. 31
Squirrel                    Nov. 16 - Feb. 28
Bobcat Trapping      Nov. 16 - Feb. 28
Fox Hunting             Nov. 16 - Feb. 28
Fox Trapping           Nov. 16 - Feb. 28 
Duck                                  Nov. 26-28
Canada Goose        Nov. 26 - Feb. 15
Dove                          Nov. 26 - Dec. 6
Bobcat Hunting        Nov. 28 - Feb. 28
Turkey Shotgun                   Dec. 5-11
Duck                          Dec. 7 - Jan. 31
Dove                        Dec. 19 - Jan. 10
Youth Waterfowl                     Feb. 6-7
Coyote                             Year Round
Groundhog                       Year Round
Turtles                              Year Round

*Some dates are proposed only

Squirrels up Saturday
Kentucky’s fall squirrel season is
just around the corner. Hunters can
start chasing bushytails this week-
end. The daily limit is six squirrels.
The possession limit is 12. Be sure
to spray for ticks.

LOCAL SPORTS
IN BRIEF

Lakes Area Standings
BASEBALL & SOFTBALL LEAGUE
Here are division standings
from action in the Lakes Area
Baseball/Softball League fol-
lowing last week’s play. This
does not include games played
this week. Post-season tourna-
ments will be this week and
next.

12u SOFTBALL
Crittenden Royals               9-1
Caldwell Angels                  8-2
Crittenden Cardinals          4-6
Trigg Red Sox                    3-7
Webster Orioles                  1-9

10u SOFTBALL
Trigg Angels                       9-0
Lyon Rockies                      7-1
Trigg Twins                         7-3
Caldwell Mets                     5-4
Crittenden Cardinals          3-6
Caldwell Yankees               2-6
Webster Braves                  1-8
Webster Dodgers               1-7

8u SOFTBALL
Trigg Angels                       10-0
Caldwell Cardinals              6-4
Webster Rockies                 3-7
Crittenden Yankees             3-7
Lyon Reds                           3-7

12u BASEBALL
Caldwell A’s                        9-0
Trigg Dodgers                     5-2
Trigg Cardinals                    3-3
Caldwell Cubs                     3-3
Crittenden Blue Jays           3-5
Lyon Yankees                      3-4
Crittenden Astros                3-5
Webster Rays                     0-7

10u BASEBALL
Caldwell Dodgers               7-1
Lyon Cardinals                   6-1
Crittenden Mets                  6-1
Caldwell Braves                 6-2
Crittenden Diamondbacks  4-2
Trigg Reds                          3-4
Trigg Pirates                       2-4
Lyon Red Sox                     2-5
Webster Brewers                1-5
Webster Blue Jays             1-6
Crittenden Cubs                 0-8

Catfish anglers from across multiple
states will fish out of Grand Rivers next
month for a King Kat Tournament Trail
event presented by Bass Pro Shops Ca-
bela’s. Local and traveling anglers will be
vying for cash, prizes and an opportunity
to compete at the 2020 King Kat Classic
which will feature a guaranteed payout
of $120,000 in cash and prizes. 
Anglers fishing Kentucky and Barkley

lakes in the Sept. 26 event will be testing
their catfishing skills against other an-
glers and whatever Mother Nature has in
store. 
Both lakes have channel catfish and

trophy blues. There are numerous bays
and old creek channels for anglers to
prospect. Finding bait schools is a key to

finding fish. Local anglers suggest an-
chor fishing in areas that hold bait as a
productive method for catching cats.
Threadfin shad is a popular bait choice.
Anglers may fish the Cumberland

River from the 68/80 bridge on the lake
to the Ohio River. Anglers can also fish
the Tennessee River from the 68/80
bridge on the lake to the Ohio River.
Note! The Ohio River is off limits.
Teams may consist of one to three an-

glers but limits are based on a two-per-
son team. Early registration is open on
the King Kat website KingKatUSA.com.
Teams may also enter by calling 502-
384-5924 or by entering at the manda-
tory pre-tournament seminar on the
night before the tournament begins. Late

entries are subject to a $25 late fee.
Participating anglers must be a mem-

ber of the King Kat Association (KKA).
Membership is $30 for adults and $15
for spouse and youth memberships.
Other membership levels are outlined on
the King Kat website. Each membership
will include a subscription to the King
Kat Sportsman. It is the official publica-
tion of the King Kat Association and one
of the top catfishing fishing publications
in the nation.
Anglers will sign up at registration, be

given a copy of guidelines for social dis-
tancing, be given a copy of the rules  and
a weigh-in voucher. At that point, they
will leave the registration site per
COVID-19 guidelines.

STAFF REPORT
Crittenden County graduate

Erik O’Leary has lost another
season to COVID-19, but he’s
keeping a good attitude.
“Yeah, it’s a little sad that

I’ve lost two seasons, but it’s
just a rough patch and I think
it will get better,” said
O’Leary, who was recruited to
play for West Kentucky Com-
munity and Technical Col-
lege's basketball club – The
West Kentucky Stars.
O’Leary was informed late

last week that the upcoming
basketball season is canceled
due to safety concerns associ-
ated with the pandemic. 
As a pitcher last spring at

CCHS, O’Leary was one of two
seniors to lose their baseball

season to COVID-19.
He was able to scratch a few

summer American Legion
games out with Post 68 in Ed-
dyville, but it, too, had trouble
with scheduling due to the
pandemic.
O’Leary had been working

out with WKCTC’s club bas-
ketball team until the an-
nouncement was made about
the season. He said the squad
plans to return to weekly
workouts when school starts
next week.
O’Leary plans to study

welding, electricity and per-
haps industrial mechanics at
the Paducah technical school.
He will not lose a year of eligi-
bility because of the season
cancelation.

“The health of our student
athletes, students, faculty
and staff and the community
are of upmost importance to
us at WKCTC,” said Stars
basketball coach Michael
Chumbler. “I stand behind
and support this decision 100
percent.”
Chumbler said he appreci-

ates the support of WKCTC
and the community for the
West Kentucky Stars. 
“The atmosphere created for

us at this college is special.
We plan to be back in the
2021-2022 season. Stay
safe.” 
O’Leary was the Rocket bas-

ketball team’s second-leading
scorer last season with a 15-
point average. 

O’Leary stays upbeat despite  ‘rough patch’

Erik O’Leary

King Kat fishing tournament at area lakes

YOUTH RECREATIONAL SPORTS

Youth league baseball and softball is winding down at
Marion-Crittenden County Park. Final regular-season
games and tournaments are being played this week. The
rest of tournament play is next week. Pictured above is
Carter Tyner hustling toward third base and (at right) are
Brantley Sunderland and Draven Farmer tracking a fly
ball during 8u baseball action earlier this week.



Child is latest
COVID case here
A two-year-old female is
being monitored at home
after a diagnosis of
COVID-19, which local
leaders announced Tues-
day.
That was the 31st case

confirmed here since
records began being kept
in March. 
Over the past week, Crit-

tenden County officials re-
ported four new cases, but
all are isolated at home.
None have required hospi-
talization.
The other positive cases

since our last report in the
newspaper were a 42-
year-old female, a 30-year-
old female and a
56-year-old male. 
Across the Pennyrile

Health District there was
one person hospitalized

with COVID-19 out of 28
active cases in the five-
county area. Those statis-
tics were current as of late
last week. The Pennyrile
Area Health Department
updates those figures each
Friday.
According to the Ken-
tucky Hospital Association,
there were 135 Intensive
Care Unit beds in Ken-
tucky in use by COVID-19
patients on Aug. 4. That is
11 percent of the ICU beds
available in the state.
There were 1,271 patients
with other illnesses occu-
pying ICU beds in Ken-
tucky on the same day.
Kentucky Gov. Andy

Beshear on Monday rec-
ommended that Kentucky

public and private schools
wait until Sept. 28 before
going back to school in
person. Meanwhile, he
said bars could reopen
and restaurants to bump
their indoor capacity up to
50 percent. He did say that
bars would need to stop
serving by 10 p.m., local
time.
Since March, Crittenden

County’s infection rate is
.0034 of the population.
The hospitalization rate
has been a fraction of that.
Across the Pennyrile

Health District, there have
been 209 cases confirmed
since March. That is a fre-
quency of .0039 of the
population of the five coun-
ties, which is 53,484.
The governor has also

lifted his recommendation
that churches not have in-
person services. An an-
nouncement about fall
scholastic sports is ex-
pected on Aug. 20.
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                                  Confirmed              Currently in                Currently            Recovered                      
County                           Cases                Home Isolation        Hospitalized              Cases                   Deaths
Caldwell              54*                     3                      1                  49                  0
Crittenden           31*                     6                      0                  23                  1
Livingston           35*                     3                      0                  30                  1
Lyon                     35                     7                      0                  24                  4
Trigg                    54*                     9                      0                  44                  0
*Includes new cases this week.      Source: Pennyrile District Health Department

FIVE-COUNTY AREA
Some information current as of Aug. 7, 2020

WATER PLANT
LEAD OPERATOR
Jeff Black

Let’s meeet Jeff Black
of Marion who is the City of
Marion’s water plant lead
operator. Black’s work
helps keep the town’s
drinking water safe.

Q: Where does Mar-
ion’s water come from?

A: Water comes from
Lake George. Old City
Lake is our reserve. When
we had a drought last year,
we bought water from the
Crittenden-Livingston
Water District.

Q: What is the treat-
ment process?

A: Water is hit with
carbon first then goes out-
side to the flocculation
which takes the mud out of
the water then to the set-
tling basin where it is half
treated and goes into the
filter room. Final filtration
happens in the pipe
gallery, where chlorine
goes into the water and it
goes outside to the holding
tanks.

Q: How much treated
water is used each day in
Marion?

A: We treat 450,000-
500,000 gallons a day this
time of the year and only
11,000-12,000 in winter
because of people water-
ing, people washing cars
and the golf course uses a
lot of water.

Q: How many employ-
ees are there at the water
plant?

A: Besides me, we
have two other employees
– Roy Todd and Tom
Mason. Someone is here
at all times.

Q: What do you keep
an eye on with regard to
water quality?

A: This time of year
we check the disinfection
in the system and pH and
chlorine. Because of the
warm water, more water-
born pathogens can form
in water in the summer.
We test the water quality
every four hours.

Q: How much water is
available for public use?

A: There is 35 feet of
water in the tank on Briar-
wood Drive, and we usu-
ally send 680 gallons per
minute into Marion.

REFUGE
Continued from page 1
hospital capacity was
available and the inci-
dence of COVID here was
low before making his
regular pilgrimage to his
ancestral roots.
Marion native Mark

Whitt works in campus
ministry at Middle Ten-
nessee State University
in Murfreesboro, Tenn.
His county (Rutherford)
and Nashville (Davidson)
are among virus hotspots
in middle Tennessee. 
“It’s been pretty ram-

pant here. We’ve had lots
of friends that have
tested positive,” said
Whitt. “Some have ab-
solutely no symptoms,
others have said they’ve
never been that sick.”
A good friend, he ex-

plained, had been hospi-
talized at Vanderbilt for
about two months, much
of it on a ventilator, be-
cause of the virus. Fortu-
nately, that friend is out
and currently in rehabil-
itation. 
As classes resume on

college campuses, many
of Crittenden County’s
young, aspiring profes-
sionals will head back to
class, but will not be on
campus as usual. Virtual
classrooms and limited
exposure to traditional
learning will be common-
place. Frazer said most of
his coursework can be
done online so he’s de-
bating whether to head
back to Texas or hang
around here a bit longer.
“It’s going to be inter-

esting to see what school
looks like in a few
weeks,” Whitt said.
“We’re being told that

only about 20 percent of
what we normally see on
campus every day will
actually be on campus.
Most classes have been
moved to online or hy-
brids.”
Kentucky’s positivity

rate of now just under 6
percent ranked 26th in
the country early this
week, but Crittenden
County is among the
safest counties in the
commonwealth when it
comes to COVID-19 in-
fection and mortality. Of
the less than three dozen
who’ve been positively
identified as active
COVID carriers, few have
required medical treat-
ment let alone hospital-
ization. Sadly, however,
there has been one
death. That person’s
death certificate listed
eight contributing factors
to her passing. 
We have heard of vari-

ous others who’ve sought
the shelter of rural Crit-
tenden County through
this pandemic, including
a half dozen folks from
Nashville that came to
the Lola area where they
worked remotely via the
internet and put about
two hours of driving time
between themselves and
a COVID-19 hotspot.
Marion native Robby

Croft and his wife, who
now reside in Lexington
and work in Louisville,
have moved temporarily
to a place near Tolu, hid-
ing from the COVID for
what he calls “the fore-
seeable future.”
Although cases in Ken-

tucky are higher now
than at any time since
the pandemic began in
the spring, Crittenden
County and the sur-

rounding rural area re-
mains a bastion of safety
for those who call it home
in whatever context and
for whatever time. The
sanctuary of our remote
position amid this world-
wide crisis must not go
unnoticed. In times of
good fortunate, cities
might be the place to be,
but right now, I am as
proud as ever to be in
Marion without Walmart,
movie theaters or any of
the other modern con-
veniences that seem so
attractive to others – and
the COVID.

STOUT
Continued from page 1

to two people in recent years – Stout
and Billy Hardin. At one time there
were three. Responsibilities are broad
and varied and include HVAC units,
plumbing, all sorts of medical gases
from oxygen to nitrous oxide. With a
56,000-square-foot main hospital
building, annexes and campus the size
of two football fields, it’s been a de-
manding career.
Stout, 68, was a bit squeamish about

having an article done on his retire-
ment. After all, the hospital has long
been one of the community’s largest
employers and many, many have re-
treated into retirement without much
fanfare. 
But times are different, and the sto-

ries of those who labor their entire lives
in the bowels of a cruise ship seldom
get recognized for the vital supporting
roles they play. Just like doctors, main-
tenance crews are on-call much of the
time beyond their normal work week.
Nowadays each hospital room has as
much technology as an Apollo space
capsule. That equipment often requires
water, power and data transmission.

There are times when rooms require
added safety, and that’s more prevalent
now than ever before.
“If we have to enter an insolation

room, we have to be gowned up, too,”
Stout said, pointing to the protective
garb now commonly known as PPE
(Personal Protective Equipment). 
Keeping the hospital cool in the sum-

mer and warm in the winter has been
among his greatest challenges over the
years since he began working at the
hospital in January 1988, but Stout
will turn his attention to hitting greens
and making putts.
“I will probably spend more time on

the golf course,” he said.
Hospital Administrator Jon Gleason

said Hardin will be promoted to the role
of engineering manager with Stout’s re-
tirement.
“David has been an integral part of

our hospital for many years. His dedi-
cation and commitment to excellent
work is obvious in any task he under-
takes. He has touched everyone's lives
here with his kindness and gentle
smile. While we wish him the best of
luck in retirement we will miss him,”
Gleason said.
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